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Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee, thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony today. Rhode Island KIDS COUNT would like to voice its 
support for House Bills 6239, 6238, and 6201. These bills would enhance lead 
poisoning prevention and housing equity in Rhode Island, leading to safer 
housing and communities for all Rhode Islanders.  
 
Lead poisoning is a serious and entirely preventable children's health and 
environmental justice issue with lifelong consequences, affecting hundreds of 
Rhode Island children every year. Lead exposure, even at very low levels, can 
cause irreversible damage, including slowed growth and development, learning 
disabilities, behavioral problems, and neurological damage. Though rare, severe 
poisoning can result in seizures, comas, and even death. The societal costs of 
childhood lead poisoning include the loss of future earnings due to cognitive 
impairment and increased medical, special education, and juvenile justice costs.   
 
Lead exposure occurs in places where children spend the most time, especially 
in their homes. Exposure can come from lead paint in older homes, 
contaminated soil, and contaminated drinking water from tens of thousands of 
remaining lead service lines statewide contributes to these levels.  
 
Rhode Island has a lead poisoning prevention foundation that involves several 
prevention, surveillance, and enforcement mechanisms that have led to a 
significant decline in the number of children with lead poisoning. Even though 
the overall percentage of children with elevated blood lead levels is declining 
nationally and in Rhode Island, low-income children continue to be at higher risk 
of lead exposure.  

 



 
 
In Rhode Island, children living in the four core cities, where the child poverty rates are highest, 
are at increased risk for lead exposure because the housing stock tends to be older. 
 

• In 2020, 631 (3%) of the 19,722 Rhode Island children under age six who were 
screened had confirmed elevated blood lead levels of ≥5 µg/dL.  

• Children living in the four core cities (5%) were more likely than children in the 
remainder of the state (2%) to have confirmed elevated blood lead levels of ≥5 µg/dL. 

 
More effective tools are needed to ensure compliance with efforts that already exist to achieve 
equitable outcomes in lead prevention and remediation. Guaranteeing compliance with our 
lead laws is fundamental to eradicating lead poisoning because it is exceedingly rare for 
children to be poisoned in homes that are fully compliant with existing law – but 
compliance must be increased to protect all Rhode Island children. Enacting these bills 
would put Rhode Island on par with states like Maryland, which massively reduced childhood lead 
poisoning through similar measures. In addition, a rental registry for all properties will improve 
public health and safety, consumer protection, and housing policymaking in our state. 
 
Specifically, these bills would:  

• Adopt a registry for all rental properties and ensure landlords of non-exempt properties 
follow already existing laws by obtaining and filing lead-safe certificates;  

• Allow tenants to place their rent in escrow when landlords fail to maintain properties in a 
lead-safe condition;  

• Provide double/treble damages and attorney’s fees to ensure that victims are adequately 
compensated when poisoning occurs, and further encourage compliance with existing 
laws 

 
There is no safe lead level in children. We can see this with the new lower reference values. In 
2012 the CDC lowered the threshold for which a child is deemed to have an elevated blood lead 
level from 10 µg/dL to 5 µg/dL and just last year they lowered the reference value again to 3.5 



ug/dL. This new lower reference value allows parents and health officials to take corrective 
actions sooner.  
 
Thank you for the leadership that the General Assembly has shown in lead poisoning prevention 
and for the opportunity to provide this testimony. 

 


